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Legal  Timeline  of  Canada 


Aboriginal  peoples  resided  in  North  American  before  European  contact 

1608  Colony  of  New  France  established 

1664  French  civil  law  “Coutume  de  Paris”  established  in  New  France 

1763  Treaty  of  Paris  -  France  cedes  New  France  to  Britain 

1763  Royal  Proclamation  -  recognized  Aboriginal  rights 

1 774  Quebec  Act  -  Quebec  to  use  French  civil  law;  criminal  law  to  be  based  on 
common  law 

1791  Constitution  Act  -  Quebec  and  Ontario  divided  into  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada;  colonies  granted  representative  assemblies  and  British-style 
parliament 

1 820-40  Dissension  between  Upper  and  Lower  Canada 

1 840  Union  Act  -  established  first  Parliament  of  the  United  Province  of  Canada 

1 866  Civil  Code  of  Quebec  introduced 

1 867  British  North  America  Act  -  now  the  Constitution  Act  of  1 867  - 
established  Canada  as  constitutional  monarchy,  parliamentary  democracy 
committed  to  parliamentary  supremacy,  and  a  federal  state  with  power 
divided  between  federal  and  provincial  governments  (Ontario,  Quebec, 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick) 

1 870  Manitoba,  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan  join  Confederation 

1871  British  Columbia  joins  Confederation 

1872  Prince  Edward  Island  joins  Confederation 

1875  Supreme  Court  established  by  Supreme  Court  Act 

1931  Statute  of  Westminster  (UK)  no  UK  statute  binds  Canada,  except  BNA, 

1867 

1 949  Newfoundland  joins  Confederation 

1982  Canada  Act  (UK)  henceforth,  no  UK  statute  binds  Canada  and  the 

Constitution  Act,  1982  including  Charter  of  Rights  and  Freedoms  enacted 

1994  New  Quebec  Civil  Code  comes  into  effect 


Categories  of  Law 
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